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Poetry comparison essay template

“The Raven"™, by Edgar Allan Poc.

Edgar Allan Poe's “The Raven™ recarved great mmounts of cntc when first published wn 1845
amd itz publication made Poe widely popular in his lifetime. The poens is a dark reflection on
lost kove, death and loss of bope. The poem dramatizes the emotions. of the poet. who has ost
hizs beloved, and unsucoesslully tries 1o distract himscll (mm sadness, through studying
books. However, books prove to be of litle help and his solitede is disturbed by a single
wisilor, a Raven. Through the poem Poc uses symbolism, imagery and 1one (o enforoe has
theme of sadness and loss. And with assonance, alliteratron. thyme amd repetition, the pocm

achicves a melodic level that almost fecls like singing when red ot boud

On a bleak December might, a bonely man trics Lo ease his sorrow over losing his beloved,
*Lenore”, by distracting his mind with; “many a quatnl and curioes volume of orgotten

Tore (21 Suddenly he is distirbed while almost falling asleep, by a tapping on his chamber
door. He believes it might be o visitor, but as he goes to open it, be finds only; “darkness
there, amd mothing more” (24 ). Into the darkness be whispers ber name ‘Lenore” hoping it is
his fost love that bas come back 1o him. but there is no answer, only the echo of his own
wirds. He returns to his chamber with his soal burming within him, and again he hears the
lapping. thas lime a byl stroager, coming from his window lattice, And as e opens the shutter
in sicps a raven. The raven Thes up and perches on the bist of Pallas over his chamiber door,
The poet asks the raven for hus name, and to hes nurpnss, ot mnswers “Mevermors™ He
belicves that the bird cannot speak from knowledge of language, bul st have boen tanght
by some masier and that the word 'Mevermone” carries no actual meaning. He welcomes the
raven, thinking that it will be gone in lhe moming. O the marrow be will leave me, as my
huypes have fTows before *(59) To which the raven again answers *Nevermore'. He smiles,
pulls up a chadr, and ils down, his inferest in the bird increasing. The chair once belonging o
his Josd lowe brings back painful memonies: ~“But whose velver wiolel Mg with the lomplight
gloating o 'er she shall prass, ah nevermore ™ (77,78 The poct asks; “fr there balm in
Ciilead ™ (98) The raven responds: *Nevermore.” The poet knows ihe raven only vields one
answer, and can mbapate the bard's response, but he continues

Can Lenore be found in paradise? *Nevermore' . Finally the poct has had enough; “Tiake thy

ireak from out my heart, and take thy form from off ey door! {101 |. But the raven yet again

Compare and contrast how 'Futility’ and 'Out of the
Blue' deal with the issue of death.
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Four Paragraph Essay Outline

Introduction (5- sentences)
Hook or Grabber:

Intradhsce the book, authar and backsround of

Thesis Statement;

Eody Paragraph
Tome Senlende:

Concrele Detail:

Commentary (2 sentences):
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